The structural basis of altered vascular permeability following intraocular inflammation.
An immunogenic uveitis was produced in rabbits by the intravitreal injection of bovine gamma-globulin. Four to six months later, an alteration in vascular permeability was determined by greater accumulation of iodinated I 125 serum albumin in the previously inflamed eye than in the normal eye. An altered vascular permeability was found only in eyes with profound structural changes. Possible sites of extravascular protein leakage were: (1) proliferated blood vessels in the posterior chamber and vitreous; and (2) leakage through the disrupted and scarred ciliary epithelium. In eyes without evidence of altered vascular permeability, a persistent chronic inflammation was observed, and gliosis and chorioretinal scarring was prominent.